
 
Review: 23
Author(s): A. K.
Review by: A. K.
Source: Man, Vol. 8 (1908), pp. 46-47
Published by: Royal Anthropological Institute of Great Britain and Ireland
Stable URL: http://www.jstor.org/stable/2839930
Accessed: 24-06-2016 17:56 UTC

 
Your use of the JSTOR archive indicates your acceptance of the Terms & Conditions of Use, available at

http://about.jstor.org/terms

 

JSTOR is a not-for-profit service that helps scholars, researchers, and students discover, use, and build upon a wide range of content in a trusted

digital archive. We use information technology and tools to increase productivity and facilitate new forms of scholarship. For more information about

JSTOR, please contact support@jstor.org.

Wiley, Royal Anthropological Institute of Great Britain and Ireland are collaborating with
JSTOR to digitize, preserve and extend access to Man

This content downloaded from 165.193.178.102 on Fri, 24 Jun 2016 17:56:53 UTC
All use subject to http://about.jstor.org/terms



 Nos. 22-23.] MAN. [1908.

 has in this context been careful to distinguish proximate from remoter significance.
 Is it not very likely that the custom had come to be regarded as a sacrifice of an
 abnegatory kind, and perhaps specifically as a sacrifice, so to speak, of first-fruits ?
 Of course, any rite duly performed would be regarded as luck-bringing; and this,
 where a woman was concerned, would practically amount to fertility-bringing, even
 though the idea of fertility was extrinsic to the constitutive meaning of the rite in
 question. Lying at the root of the ceremony I suspect, with Mr. Hartland (see bis
 important paper, " Concerning the Rite at the Temple of Mylitta," in Anthropological
 Essays presented to E. B. Tylor), a puberty ceremony. On the analogy of other
 puberty ceremonies, I think it quite probable that some magical strengthening of the
 sexual powers was the primeeval intenition. But the whole matter remains exceedingly
 obscure. I would finally note how, of these five groups of cases which have been dis-
 tinguished, only the fourth presents the features of a ritual act at all, and that a ritual
 act of a private, self-regarding character, not a public ceremony to secure fertility for the
 community in general in the matter of children, still less in the matter of crops.

 I have left myself no room in which to go at due length into the interesting
 subject, broached by Dr. Frazer, of the influence of mother-kin on the forms of religion.
 In the case of the Khasis and the Pelew islanders he shows reason to think that such
 an influence has been exerted. The facts cited seem to point to some sort of
 ancestor-worship; but it is notorious that ancestor-worship is apt to prove somewhat
 ineffective in comparison with other formative tendencies in primitive religion. Mean-
 while, Dr. Frazer protests in forcible language, which should be taken to heart in certain
 quarters, against two fallacies: (a) " Mother-kin does not mean mother-rule." "The

 theory of a gynoecocracy is in truth a dream of visionaries and pedants." (b)
 Equially chimerical is the idea that the predominance of goddesses under a system of
 mother-kin like that of the Khasis is a creation of the female minid. If women ever

 " created gods they would be more likely to give them masculine than feminine features.
 In point of fact the great religious ideals which have permanently impressed them-

 " selves on the world seem always to have been a product of the male imagination.
 " Men make gods and women worship them." After this robust confession of faith,
 who will venture to class Dr. Frazer amongst the feminists ?

 A word in conclusion. This first instalment of The Golden Bough, as raised
 triumphantly to the third power, is a model of what a scientific exposition should be.
 Trhe innumerable facts are collected, as needs must be, in support of a theory; yet the
 theory is not allowed to do violence to the facts, but, on the contrary, at all points waits
 upon them. Whatever be the limits eventually set upon what may be called the
 Mannhardtian hypothesis, it has at least served in Dr. Frazer's hands to colligate by far
 the most comprehensive account in existence of the magico-religious ideas and practices
 of savage and proto-historic man. R. R. MARETT.

 Asia: Craniology. Turner.
 A Contribution to the Craniology of the Natives of Borneo, the Malays, the 2

 Natives of Formosa, and the Tibetans. By Principal Sir William Turner,
 K.C.B., D.C.L., F.R.S. (" Transactions of the Royal Society of Edinburgh,"
 Vol. XLV., Part III., No. 28). Pp. 781-813, five plates. 1907.

 In a series of very remarkable memoirs Sir William Turner has systematised and
 augmented our knowledge of the craniology of various Asiatic races. In the first
 three, appearing between 1899 and 1906, he dealt with crania and races found within
 the widely spread borders of our Indian Empire. In the present memoir his labours
 are transferred to the Far East-to the inhabitants of Borneo and Formosa. The
 material on which these memoirs are based rests on the shelves of the Anatomical
 Museum of the University of Edinburgh; for the greater part it has been presented
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 by former pupils who have held medical appointments abroad. The foresight and
 influence which gathered the material in Edinburgh, and the masterly manner in which
 it is described and elaborated in these memoirs compel our admiration.

 In the memoirs twenty-three crania are described: fifteen are from North Borneo,
 two are pure Malays used for comparison, four are from a tribe in the southern part
 of Forinosa (Botans), while the remaining two are from Tibet. The number of cranlia
 is limited, but they yield a welcome addition to our present scanty knowledge of the
 craniology of the races to which they belong. The chief interest of this memoir,
 however, lies in the author's application of craniological methods to the analysis of
 the racial constituents in the mixed inhabitants of the south-east division of Asia and
 neighbouring islands. Throughout that part of the world Sir William Turner recognises
 four chief races: (1) the Negrito, represented by the Mincopies of the Andaman
 Islands, the Semangs of the Malay Peninsula, the Aeta pygmies of the Philippine
 Islands; (2) the -Mongolian; (3) the Malay; (4) the Indonesian. It is the last-
 named race that is chiefly treated in this memoir. The term Indonesian is used " to
 " designate tribes in whom the head and skull are dolichocephalic in form and pro-

 portion, or approximating thereto with a mesorhine nose, brown skin, varying in the
 depth of tint, long straight black hair, short stature, 5 feet 2 inches to 5 feet 4 inches."

 To that race he assigns the Kalamantans, tribes in North Borneo, skulls of which
 are herein described; Battaks of Sumatra ; certain mountain tribes in Java, described
 by Kohlbrugge; corresponding types found in Timor, Celebes and Sulu Islands; cer-
 tain tribes described by Koeze in the Philippine Islands; the Botans of Formosa; the
 Sakais or Senoi of the Malay Peninsula; the Selungs of Mergui; the Mois of
 Cambodia ; certain hill tribes of Burma; the Yeddahs of Ceylon and those tribes
 scattered throughout India which are grouped under the name of Dravidians. The sea
 Dyaks and sea gypsies he regards as a mixture of Indonesian and Malay, the Malay
 influence leadinog to a shortening and widening of the skull. So far, no trace of a
 uegrito element has been found in either Borneo or Formosa. A. K.

 Malay Peninsula: Craniology. Schlaginhaufen.
 Ein Beitrag zur Craniologie der Semang. By Dr. Otto Schlaginhaufen. 24

 (Abhandlungen und Berichte des K6nigl: Zoologischen und Anthropologischl-
 Ethnographischen Museums zu Dresden, Band XI., 1907, No. 2.) Pp. 50.
 33 x 27 cm. Price 7 marks 50.

 The crania described in this memoir were collected by Dr. Grubauer, who vouches

 for the authenticity of the specimens. They are designated crania of the " Gunung-
 sapi," this being the name of the tribe to which they are attributed. Dr. Grubauer
 obtained a third Semang skull, which is referred to as of the " Bukit-sapi " tribe, and
 this specimen was purchased by the late Professor C. Stewart for the Hunterian
 Museum in London.

 The two skulls of the " Gunung-sapi" are male and female respectively. Dr.

 Schlaginhaufen has made an exhaustive study of their osteological characters and his
 memoir will serve as a model for the guidance of those who desire to test crania by
 means of the latest and most approved methods of examiniation. The text is abundantly
 illustrated, chiefly with reproductions of the admirable tracings which can be made by
 means of the very accurate drawing apparatus devised by Professor Martin.

 Crania of pure-blooded Semang aborigines are so rare in collections that the
 minuteness of the investigation here detailed is easily justified. The author brings
 into comparison eight other skulls, the provenance of which is sufficiently well known
 to allow of their being regarded as of genuine Semang stock, and these eight examples
 are distributed among no less than six collections.

 As a result of his research, Dr. Schlaginhaufen concludes that the characters of the
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